LI\ 0 L=t

|
/ .

CENTRAL INTLLLIGENCE AGENCY
Office of Current IntelllgHPCﬁ

8 larca 1963

OCI lo. 6503/53

CURRENT INTELLIGEHCE MXMORANDUM

- SUSJECT: | Plot u.incr :\g 1nst Goul ':n:'t

k|
-_ » - ‘.- oy wplien - a L r u - - - . " & ] - a - o
- - 1 - b

. 1. Conservative elements of the Braziliax | ' .
willuary are formulating plans for a2 pcssible ef- ' h
fort to depose President Joao Goulart. The man

behind what appears to be the best-developed plan

15 retired Marshal Odylio Denys, Minister of Vrar

under ex—orm31dent-Jan10 Quadros ard leader of

~ the opposition to Goulart's accpsszon.to the presi-

dency in 1961. The plan calls for.cooverat «ion by

military commanders in key states against the cen-

trcal government with recalcitrant governors being

arrested by local comwandens wno would then 1ep11ﬂe

them,
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2. Denys--like many of the Brazilian mili-
tary--is krown to be stirongly opposed to President
Goulart. Iie stated on 7 March, however, that e |
will not put in motion any revolutionary plan un-
til President Goulart makes some move which would ,
win widespread support for a countermove. The
military are specifically entrusted in the Consti-
tution of 1946 with the protection of the constitu-
tion and thelr interventions in the government are
traditionally based or this concept Indeed %Trne
Brazilian military prides itself in the belief that,
unlike other lLatin American nilitary estabdl 1sbnen+s
t does not act unconscitutionally; past actions Ly
2 myrlitary against the goverma:ent have teen jusci-
€C on tkhe grounds that they were necessary to pre-
erve the constituction,
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4, A prenature coup effort by the Srazilian
n111 tary would be likely to bring a strong reaction
from Goulart arnd the cashiering of those officers
who are most friendly to the United States.
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LR e COUP - Such support might develop -if CGoulart should-
= 08T T ejve’ the War Yinistry to Ceneral Csuino Alves, the
oh;EE#”?fff&r-léft commmander of the First Aray in Rio’ de
- Janeiro, or if he should replace a state government's
authoricty by his own. Both courses of action have
- been urged on Goulart. A successful coup under these
circumstances would probably sea const*»aulonal gOV—-
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w-6 Lacklng'thls klnd of catalysze, Denys could
concelvaoly still succeed'by putting together a
 lucky combination of well-placed military commander
. . In.this case, we think Denys, even in the face of
-t ;eﬁBcaALllan.malluary tragition, might establish
1iilitary rule until he judged the way had been pre-

parcd'for a conservative successor governnent,




